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Prosthetics and Orthotics education and workforce in Sub-Saharan Africa countries

Akouetevi Aduayom-Ahego, Robert Clement Hakorimana, Anareme Kpandressi

According to the World Health Organization, people in need of assistive devices globally will be
beyond two billion by 2050 and only one in 10 could get access to assistive product. Eighty
percent of people living with some form of disability worldwide live in low resource countries.
In sub-Saharan African, progress in training and provision of prosthetics and orthotics (P&O)
service have been observed. However, service awareness and access to quality-of-life care
satisfaction remain a challenge for the users. Due to lack of rehabilitation facilities and its
affordability, the patients find it difficult to be fitted with P&O devices. The profession of P&O
in sub-Saharan Africa faces many challenges in strengthening its educational ethos as well as
meeting the huge demands on service delivery.

While there is a huge demand of P&O services in sub-Saharan Africa, this symposium will
highlight the current training capacities and graduate workforce supply. We will discuss the
potential factors influencing the demands such as the overall population, age-specific changes in
population, the prevalence of diseases / injuries that require P &O services and the advance in
technology.

The speakers with their professional experiences in the sub-saharan African region, will discuss
the current status of the P&O education in Africa in general. Specifically, presenters will highlight
the service demands, workforce in sample countries in West and East Africa. Further action plans
to address the current challenges the field is facing will be recommended.

Objectives statement/Learning objectives

Attendees will be aware of the current development of P&O education and services in sub-
Saharan Africa and major action plans for stakeholders will be discussed.



